Notes to the Introduction
Cross-references to notes sometimes refer also to the corresponding text
(1) In this book 'London* is used for the whole metropolis, or as the topographers say,
for 'the Cities and liberties of London and Westminster, the Borough of Southwark and
parts adjacent*. By the eighteenth century the term was already used in this sense. See
London and its Records, by Miss Jewries Davis, History, October 1921.
(2) This change was commented on so early as 1749: "The decrease... of the trade of
London in some particular branches is no proof of the decline of its trade in general; which
is certainly much increased in other branches, and especially in the most safe, easy and
gainful branches of agency, factorage, brokerage, negotiation and insurance for the other
parts of the kingdom. And I believe... by these and other most profitable branches of
trade and business now carried on in London, more and greater estates are daily made
there, than have been elsewhere made by business in any trade or country.
* And hence it appears that the decline of trade so much complained of in the capital is
... rather a variation and change of trade from one kind to another; a laying down of less
lucrative and more hazardous employments in order to pursue others that turn to better
accounts. Such, when compared with those of the merchant exporter, are those of agents,
factors, brokers, insurers, bankers, negotiators, discounters, subscribers, contractors,
remitters, ticket-mongers, stock-jobbers, and of a great variety of other dealers in money,
the names of whose employments were wholly unknown to our forefathers. As also are
those of governors, directors, commissioners, and of a vast train of secretaries, clerks,
book-keepers and others, their attendants and dependents, most of which employs are
peculiar to London, and are more lucrative than that of merchant exporter, and the profits
of many of them must be vasdy increased by the late great increase of the national debt.'
(dn Essay on the Increase and Decline of Trade... 1749, P- 34-) See also note 6, Chapter i.
(3) A. L- Bowley, The Change in the Distribution of the National Income, 1880-1913,
Oxford, 1920, p. 26.
(4) 'It is now grown into a kind of custom, even within the liberties of the Qty, for
merchants to refuse taking up their freedom, lest they should be burdened with the usual
inconveniences attending it." (J. Tucker, The Elements of Commerce and Theory of Taxes,
1755, p. 88.)
(5) 4 Journey from London to Genoa, 1770, i, p. 43.
(6) A Brief Description ... of London, p. xxiii.
(7) Add. MSS. 35143, fo. 149, Autob. iL
(8) Add. MSS. 27828, fo. 60. Place's experience was chiefly of London, but in his
opinion improvement was not confined to Londoners. In 183 5 he was asked if he had' seen
the work of Dr Kay on the statistics of Manchester as to the state of the operatives of that
town1. He answered, * Yes, I know Dr Kay, and I believe what he says is correct; but he
gives the matter as it now stands, knowing nothing of former times; his picture is a very
deplorable one. I am assured that my view of it is correct by many Manchester operatives
whom I have seen; they inform me that his narration relates almost wholly to the state of
the Irish, but that die condition of a vast number of the people was as bad some years ago,
as he described the worst portion of them to be now. Any writer or inquirer will be misled
unless he has the means of comparing the present with former times/ (Report en Education*
1835, p, 838.)